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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM WILLIAM ARMITAGE 

 

Summary: 

I most emphatically do NOT support this Bill’s aim to end physical punishment of children 

by loving parents.  Retain the current ‘Reasonable Chastisement’ as a very sensible 

defence. 

Objection: 

I object to the Scottish Government agreeing to promote this Bill as I believe that 

governments in general have no valid role in determining how law abiding families discipline 

their children.   I certainly disagree that parental smacking can in any way be regarded as 

assault.   

Existing Law in Scotland: 

The extant law position in Scotland forbids all assaults, and especially on children.  The 

police already have sufficient powers to prosecute anyone they believe to be guilty of such 

an offence.   There is absolutely no need for further legislation.  Parental discipline (using 

smacking as a last resort) does NOT constitute assault.  I’m amazed that some adults, 

especially MSPs, cannot tell the difference between loving parental discipline and the 

criminal act of assault.   Smacking is NOT child abuse nor is it an assault.   There is a clear 

difference between abuse and loving parental discipline. 

The role of Parents and Government: 

I object to the intrusion of Government into the private lives of families.  It should be the role 

of a parent to decide when a child’s misbehaviour is such as to warrant a gentle corrective 

smack.  The State should NOT use the criminal law to regulate parenting – that is the 

province of a totalitarian State! 

Consequences: 

Most adults in Scotland were disciplined buy their parents, occasionally being smacked as 

a last resort so that the child can be protected from danger or harm because they wilfully 

disobey their parent.  Discipline in our schools is now a major problem (teachers are being 

physically attacked by young pupils) because children now believe that they can do 

anything without any meaningful consequence.   Child-on-child violence increased when 

Sweden banned smacking in 1979 – surely we don’t want to encourage that!   

 


